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Latest Stocks 10-2%

City’s 1st Jarvik heart implanted

By Jeffery Fraser

The Pittsburgh Press

Thomas Gaidosh, Pittsburgh's first artificial heart
recipient, suffered minor bleeding problems this morn-
ing and was returned to surgery at Presbyterian-
University Hospital.

Gaidosh, a 47- yur—old mimd f: worker who
lives on Cherry Street tersville, Westmoreland
County, received the Jnrvlb'l artificial heart yesterday
|l: ;n mergency measure to keep him alive until a donor

He remained in critical condition in the intensive care
unit of the hospital following the second o%enuon, which
beunalenm.:n d lasted about o
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Surgeons removed Gaidosh's diseased heart and
implanted the mechanical device in a six-hour operation
which began around 4 p.m. yesterday. Hospital officials
said the implant was operating “beautifully.”

Gaidosh had been transferred to Presb; four
weeks ngo from West Penn Hospital. He had been
waiting 2% weeks for a heart transplant before he
became gravely ill yesterday.

He suffered from idiopathic cardlmyozalhy. a vlnu
of unknown origin which attacks and weakens the
muscles. His condition deteriorated yesterda and dw
tors did not expect him to :urvlve u:e day without a new

rt, a hospil 5

‘The artificial heart was implauled 50 Gaidosh could

survive long enough to undergo transplant surgery,

ich doctors consider to be the best treatment for
lrrwerstble heart dts
as an table donor heart becomes
avmlahle. doctors wwl immediately transplant the
natural organ into Gaidosh, Chakurda said.

Doctors were not available for comment followin; (I\e
implant. Assisting Gniffith in surgery were Drs. Rq
Hardesty and Alfredo Trento, all of whom are members
of the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine
faculty. After the implant, members of the surgical team

k part in a heart transplant at the hospital, sources

repol
Thc imphnl marks the first ume an artificial heart
as used by a Pittsburgh hospital
Lust Friday, surgeons at the Hmhe Medical Center
implanted a mechanical heart in Anlhony Mandia, a 44
rsear-old Philadelphia recreation department worker. He
reported to be in critical but stable condition as he be-

g is second week with an artificial heart developed ut
ennsylvania State University.

Mandia's mechanical heart, which is similar to the
Jarvik-7, is also intended to be temporary. Both devi ¢«
are powered by air, which is pumped into the polyur«
thane heart chambers through hoses that penetrate th«
patient’s chest.

Gaidosh was described as a large man who stands
about 6 feet, 5 inches tall Il\d at times weighed as mu«

as 220 pounds. Because of his size, doctors said he wouli
go( be competing with Mandia for the same type of dorr

eart.

The Jarvik-7 and Penn State heart can be used -
permanent life-support systems, if necessary.

About 2% years ago, Gaidosh's heart condition forc.t
him to take a disability retrement from Enan«i

Please see Heart, /.

Products and Plating Co. in McKees-
port, where he had werked for 27
said Pat O'Neill, one of his
ormer co-workers in the shipping
riment.

“He was off work a couple of
different times because of his heart
problems,” O'Neill said.
couldn't Jift anythi

cateh his breath if he walked too
mech."

Th patient’s wife, Dolores, and
i thle 8. were sevocteet i e
bo?;m last mght.
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